
 

A PETAL Paragraph 
 

Point - Begin your paragraph with a sentence that responds to the question. 
 
Evidence - Blend a quotation from the text into your writing. You can do this by using 
sentences like ‘This is shown when…’ or ‘John Boyne writes….’  
 
Technique - This is when you specify what technique the writer has used. This might be a 
particular verb or adjective, or it might be imagery or emotive vocabulary or alliteration. 
 
Analysis - Consider the effect of this technique on the reader. Ask yourself what the writer 
intended by using it. 
 
Link - Create a link back to the main question. 
 
 

How is the Brocket family initially presented? 
 

At the start of the novel, John Boyne presents Mr and Mrs 

Brocket as cowards who are scared of anything that isn’t 

normal. This is shown when Boyne describes the Brockets as 

“two people who were so afraid of anyone who was different 

that they did a terrible thing that would have the most 

appalling consequences”. Boyne uses absolute language 

when he writes “anyone” to show that the Brockets 

discriminated against all those who didn’t fit into their 

category of normality. In addition, the adjective “appalling” 

demonstrates that this prejudice has very negative outcomes 

for the Brocket family. Therefore, John Boyne initially 

presents the family as very prejudiced people, but that their 

prejudice is born out of fear. 
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